
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In tho Mntter of I 

REQUEST Fon CONFIDENTIAL TREATMENT OF 
INFORMATION FILED WITH BELLSOUTH 
mmcornrnmIc~moNa. INC. ON OF 

QROUP FOR THE KENTUCKY INFORMATION 
HIGHWAY AND COMMUNICATION SERVICES 
RFP ET-41-95 

ORDER 

Thio matter arirring upon potition of Bellsouth 

Telecommunicatione, Inc. d/b/a South Central Bell Telephone Company 

(nBsllSouth"), filod November 10, 1995, pursuant to 807 KAR 51001, 

Section 7 ,  for confidential protection of the coot information 

filod in support of the proposed addendum to the contract with the 

Commonwealth of Kentucky far oervicas on the Kentucky Information 

Highway on tha groundo that discloeura of the information is likely 

to cauoe BellSouth competitive injury, and it appearing to this 

Commiooion ao follows1 

Bellaouth, together with the othor local exchange companies 

operating in t h i o  otate, have formed a telecommunications 

partnership called the Local Exchange Carrier Telephone Qroup 

("LECTQfI), The LECTQ has contracted with the Commonwealth of 

Kentucky to provido statewide ficceee to the Kentucky Information 

Highway and Communication Servicee. On November 10, 1995, 

BellBouth, on behalf of the LECTQ, filed a proposed addendum to the 
otote contract which will enable eligible state contract customers 



to purclaaee DS0 Frame Relay from the exieting LECTO contract. In 

uupport of the proposed addendum, BellSouth, on bshnlf of tho 

LECTO, has filed coat information which it seeks to protect an 

confidential. 

The information sought to be protected io not known outoide of 

BallSouth and io not dieoeminated within BellSouth except to thooe 

employees who havo a legitimate busineoa need to know and act upon 

the information. BallSouth eeeke to preaerve and protoct tho 

confidentiality of the information through all appropriata meane, 

including the maintenance of appropriate security at ito officeo. 

KRS G1.872(1) requireo information filed with the Commiooion 

to be available for public inspection unleas spocifically exempted 

by atatute. Exemption0 from thio requirement aro providnd in KR8 

61.878(1), That oubsection of the statuto exempts oovoral 

categories of information. i)ne category exempted in paragraph (c)l 

of that subsection is commercial information confidentially 

disclosed to the Commission which if mads public would permit an 

enfair commercial advantage to competitor0 of the party from whom 

the information was obtainad. To qualify for the exemption, the 

party claiming confidentiality muat demonotrate actual competition 

and a likelihood of substantial competitive injury if the 

information is dloclosed. Competitive injury occurs when 

diaclosure of the information gives competitors an unfair buninone 

advantage. 

BellSouth, an woll as the other local exchange carriero, 

competes with interexchange carriers in the frame ralay market. 
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Public diacloeure of the supporting cost study would provide ouch 

competitors with demand and revnnue estimates that would anabla 

them to nnalyse market potential at the oxpanso of BellSouth and 

the local  exchange companies that form LECTQ. ThorePore, 

diaclosuro of t h e  information is likely to cause Rnllsouth 

competitive injury, and the information eliould be protected ae 

confidential. 

This Commission being otherwise eufficiently advisedt 

TT IS ORDERED that the cost information filed in augport of 

the propoeed addendum to the contract batwaan LECTQ and the 

Commonwealth of Kentucky, which BellSouth has petitioned to be 

withheld from public dieclonure, shall be held and retained by thin 

Commieeion a8 confidential and shall not ba opan for public 

inspection. 

Dona at Frankfort, Kentucky, this 20th day of Dccornhar, 1993. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISBION 

Vice Chairrnnn 

ATTEBT I 


